TO TREE OR NOT TO TREE, THAT IS THE QUESTION!!! SAFETY IN TREE TRIMMING
OPERATIONS IN VIRGINIA

Have you ever imagined what the world would be like without trees? The benefits of trees are
numerous and influence our day-to-day life in a direct and undeniable way.

Trees provide numerous benefits (water and air quality, biodiversity, energy savings, etc.), but in
order to maximize tree’s benefits, routine maintenance is required: tree inspections, pruning,
mulching, fertilizing, weeding, etc.

The session will address safety topics under the VOSH Tree Trimming Unique Standard
(16VAC25-73) and discuss challenges for Urban Tree’s ecosystems and how those impact Tree
Trimming operations nowadays.

Presenter: MARINHO GONCALVES, SAFETY AND HEALTH CONSULTANT, VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

Marinho Goncalves joined the Department of Labor and Industry — VOSH Consultation Program
in 2018. Marinho is a graduate of UTAD and FCT (Portugal) with a Master’s in Forestry and
Bioenergy and is currently pursuing an MBA with a focus in Renewable Energy and Energy
Management. Marinho has close to 15 years of experience working in the Forestry and Biomass
to Energy sectors. He has worked in the R&D sector for the Pulp and Paper sector in Portugal
and in the Renewables Sector in the US/Caribbean/CentAm region. Currently Marinho’s focus is
on providing Safety and Health services to Small to Mid-Size companies with a special focus on
Logging/Landscaping/Tree Trimming companies.

Marinho is a Certified Arborist and a SHARP Logger.



